
  

 

 

January 12, 2026 

 

 

Jay Bhattacharya, MD, PhD 

Director 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

9000 Rockville Pike  

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

 

Dear Dr. Bhattacharya, 

 

How many millions of tax dollars is NIH giving to live bat research and why?  

 

On September 15, 2025, more than $2 million in additional taxpayer funds were set aside for a 

still-under-construction Colorado State University (CSU) live bat facility.1 That is on top of the 

$10.7 million that your NIH predecessor, Dr. Francis Collins, and his colleague, Dr. Anthony 

Fauci, allocated to build this new, taxpayer-funded bat facility.2  

 

Because some of the funds have not yet been released, today you could save taxpayers over 

$3 million by cancelling all the remaining project funding. Please do that immediately and 

stop this batty research. 

 

It is quite possible that lab research on bats and the coronaviruses they carry may be behind the 

outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Risky research with minimal benefit to the health of the 

American people, and with a great risk of causing another pandemic, should be done only after 

an extremely intensive safety review and only under strict oversight, if done at all. Carefully 

evaluating all spending on bat research in the United States is a critical component of such 

oversight. 

 

Live Bat Lab Background: 

 

In 2016, a scientist with the now-debarred EcoHealth Alliance, 

proposed expanding live coronavirus research in the U.S., by 

importing and breeding bats that can harbor the dangerous and 

deadly Nipah virus, and also possibly the ebolavirus.3   

 

Your predecessor embraced this EcoHealth Alliance proposal 

and NIH awarded $6.7 million to CSU to create a bat breeding 

facility,4 which also planned a holding room for up to 212 

horseshoe bats5 that harbor SARS-like viruses — those closely 

related to the virus that caused the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Records indicate the taxpayers’ infusion to this bat facility has since grown to $12.9 million —

$6.7 million from NIH’s Office of the Director, plus an additional $6.2 million from the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), most of which was awarded while Dr. 

Fauci was the NIAID director.6 This new bat facility is in addition to CSU’s existing captive, live 

bat colony of Jamaican fruit bats, which are also used in NIH-funded research.7  

 

Additional NIH-funded Live Bat Lab Research: 

 

• NIH, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, funded live bat research at Montana’s Rocky 

Mountain Laboratories (RML). RML and other NIH-funded researchers experimented with 

coronaviruses in live bats, including infecting live bats with a Chinese sarbecovirus 

discovered by the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV).8 

 

• NIH also funded the recent construction of a new, three-story, 120,000-square-foot research 

vivarium at RML in Montana, at a whopping cost of over $100 million.9 CSU’s 2022 planning 

documents indicate that RML planned to use the bats from CSU’s new bat facility to perform 

BSL-4-level Nipah and Ebola research in Montana on live bats, noting, “Studies planned with 

collaborators at Rocky Mountain Laboratories in Hamilton MT will assess the susceptibility 

of bats to Nipah virus and ebolaviruses.”10  

 

• NIH, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, also funded live bat research at the U.S. Geological 

Services (USGS) National Wildlife Health Center (NWHC) in Wisconsin, purportedly from 

funds designated for influenza research.11 In 2018, the same Wisconsin USGS center partnered 

with EcoHealth Alliance and China’s WIV to propose creating a novel coronavirus in the lab, 

making a vaccine against it, and releasing the vaccine in bat caves in China.12  

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta also houses a live bat colony 

of Egyptian fruit bats used for research.13  

 

We shouldn’t be funding risky bat research in Wuhan, and we must examine the rationale for 

risky bat virus research in our U.S. labs. As Senator Ernst told The Washington Times, “When 

I disbarred EcoHealth from receiving taxpayer funds for sketchy research in China, that was not 

an invitation for the NIH to conduct the same shady experiments in our own backyard.”14 And it 

is still true what was said when we first learned of this facility, “We cannot allow any batty 

experiments of pandemic potential to be unleashed on our own shores. Americans have suffered 

enough from Fauci-funded risky research, …. The world cannot afford another lab leak, especially 

one on U.S. soil or near our military bases.”15 

 

Tragically, those tasked with overseeing NIH resources may have funded a deadly pandemic. 

We cannot repeat the mistakes of the past, and, as we have seen, there is a fine line between 

trying to prevent a pandemic and possibly causing one. 

 

Dr. Bhattacharya, please provide our offices with a full list of NIH grants, contracts, 

subawards, cooperative agreements, intermural or interagency funding or research, or any 

other taxpayer-funded project with a drop of NIH funding that relates to live bats and was 

funded during any of the calendar years 2017, 2018, 2019, and/or 2020, or is currently funded, 

soon to be funded, and/or approved and not yet funded. Please include the complete 

application and/or NIH paperwork related to each award and include the year in which each 

project was awarded. Please provide this information by February 28, 2026, at the latest, and 

please reach out to our offices if you have any questions about this request. 



 

Now is a time for increased biosafety and radical NIH transparency, and we appreciate and 

share your commitment to both those things and stand ready to assist you going forward.  

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. 

Member of Congress 
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